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Black youth create change in their communities through many different
actions, and three main goals guided their changemaking.
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The Why and How of Young Black Changemaking
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Black youth have different pathways into changemaking. Three key
launching points describe what sparks Black youth to start their
changemaking journey.
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Launching Points: What Sparks Young Black Changemaking?
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Black families are a core influence on young Black changemakers, and
this influence played out in three major ways.

Family members act as
essential connectors to and
supporters of civic
engagement for Black youth.

Interactions with family
shape Black youth's civic
motivations and intentions.

Black youth use civic
engagement to support,
protect, and honor family.

Family as Essential Connectors and Supporters of Young Black Changemaking
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Black youth’s experiences in community organizations are central to
their growth as changemakers. Four experiences stand out:
Opportunities to see tangible results from

changemaking and engage in meaningful
I actions.

Seeing Impact

Opportunities to express
one’s views and have
adults truly listen.

Feeling Heard
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others, especially other
Black people.

The Role of Organizations in Sustaining Young Black Changemaking

Black youth develop individual and collective identity through
changemaking.

U Building knowledge of historical injustices and
legacies of Black changemakers strengthens
youth’s identity as a Black person and Black
community member.

U Changemaking is one way that Black youth resist
stereotypes.

U Racial awareness and identity can shift broad
civic engagement to racial justice changemaking.

Black Identity and Community as Sustaining Forces for Black Youth
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Non-Black spaces are often described as sites of oppression and exclusion,
but also of resistance.

Black youth experience significant racial harm in non-Black
spaces.

Black youth are often silenced and experiences of racism are
ignored.
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Black youth work to create safe Black spaces and challenge
racism collectively.

Being Black in Non-Black Spaces

Summer 2020 brought egregious police violence and killings of Black individuals
and a national uprising in the Movement for Black Lives. Young Black
changemakers responded through reflections, emotions, and actions.
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Young Black Changemakers Confronting Racial Injustice in Summer 2020



